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for three centuries at the hands of Christian nations, will at 
once be forgotten? Undoubtedly the missionary will find 
in the recollection of these wrongs an obstacle of the most 
serious kind to his benevolent efforts. The untutored Africans 
will experience the greatest difficulty in satisfactorily solving 
the problem of the direct contradiction between alleged 
Christian principles and known Christian practice; and so long 
as this is the case, it cannot be expected that their hearts will 
be thrown fully and frankly open to the reception of divine 
truth. We give you the gospel, says the missionary ; we come 
to you in peace ; and we pray you to listen to us, and to 
become Christians. 'O,' says the bereaved and heart-broken 
mother, 'rather give me my sons and daughters, whom you 
Christians have torn shrieking from my arms, and have plunged 
into the ocean, or have enslaved in distant lands.' 

And now what is to be done? Have we not by our misconduct 
erected a Chinese wall in the way of the progress of the gospel ? 
Can wereasonably expect to purify the world without a purification 
of ourselves ? Undoubtedly missions will be established and will 
be attended with some degree of success ; but we draw our 
conclusion without looking closely and seriously enough at the 
premises, if we suppose, that the world will be converted, without 
our taking this great stumbling-block out of the way. Ships of 
war must be laid up ; armies must be disbanded ; the militia system 
must be given up ; fortifications must be demolished ; cannon must 
be melted into bells for churches ; swords must be beaten into 
ploughshares, and spears into pruning-hooks ; and then what light 
will beam from the brow of the missionary, as he stands the mes- 
senger of the Prince of peace on heathen soil ! He will come 
not only with the gospel, but with a practical commentary on its 
principles, so full, so striking, so overwhelming, as to carry 
conviction at once to the heathen heart. 



CLERICAL OBJECTIONS TO THE PEACE MOVEMENT. 

1. We deprecate excitement and strife. There is far too 
much of them already ; they have made the community a sort 
of moral caldron, seething and boiling with passion ; and 
we ivish, if possible, to keep them from our churches and 
congregations. 

But do you dread all kinds of excitement ? Would you 
deprecate and discourage the excitement of sinners turning in 
multitudes from the error of their ways ; the excitement of 
Christians struggling for rapid growth in all the graces of the 
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gospel ; the excitement of efforts to check intemperance, to 
spread Christianity, and save a dying world ? Would you 
deplore such excitement as kept the apostles and primitive 
Christians in a constant blaze of love and zeal ? 

I know very well how you will answer queslions like 
these. Such excitement, the very mainspring of all instrumen- 
talities for a world's salvation, you sincerely, earnestly desire, 
and use your best endeavors to produce in yourself, and all 
around you. You must move men, before you can save them. 
The soul must be put into a sort of moral ignition, before it 
can receive an impress of God's truth and image. Nor can 
you, in times like the present, keep men from being excited for 
good or for evil. The car is in motion under a fearful amount 
of steam-power; and go it must towards heaven or towards 
hell. Excitement of some kind there must, there will be; and 
it is your appropriate business, your imperative duty, to see, if 
possible, that it shall, within your influence, be such as God can 
approve, and make subservient to his holy and gracious purposes. 

2. But we fear divisions. There is diversity of views 
, among our people on all subjects of reform ; even the question 
of peace cannot be discussed without embroiling them to some ex- 
tent in controversy; and we should have too much reason to appre- 
hend the lamentable results inflicted on other congregations. 

And can you prevent such results by excluding or neglecting 
the whole subject ■> Do you expect safety from a course of resist- 
ance and suppression ? This would be the surest way to realize 
your worst fears. Some of your people will inform themselves ; 
and, if you oppose their investigation of such a subject, and 
keep the mass in ignorance, you ought to expect contention, 
more or less, as the natural, almost inevitable result. Spread the 
matter yourself before them all ; and there would probably 
ensue only a safe, healthful fermentation of the popular mind. 

Strange that ministers of the gospel in the nineteenth cen- 
tury should dream of taking any other course ! What ! stop 
the pendulum of thought in men accustomed and determined 
to think for themselves ? Force all minds either to follow iu 
your channel, or to remain utterly stagnant? Forbid their 
touching a theme of importance wide as the world, and lasting 
as time and eternity, because forsooth they may in the end 
come to different conclusions about it? On this principle you 
must put under the ban almost every topic in philosophy and 
morals, in politics and religion ; for men, left to think for them- 
selves, will be sure, on some points, to disagree and dispute. 

And are you at liberty to treat the cause of peace in such a 
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way ? If it is not the cause of God, there is no truth in his 
•word ; and can those whom he has appointed to "declare all 
his counsel," neglect such a cause without suspicion, or reproach 
it without rebuke, or oppose it without resistance and denunci- 
ation ? Let ministers pause and reflect in season ; for such a 
course, if continued far enough, would be pretty sure to bring 
on a collision too much like that which has on some other sub- 
jects convulsed the community. Such a result you can now 
prevent, if you choose, by taking this cause into your own 
hands ; and most devoutly do I hope and pray that you will ; 
but should you not, both God and man would hold you mainly 
responsible for the consequences. 

3. Bat the cause of piace is somewhat political ; and we 
choose to stand entirely aloof from politics, and keep to our 
great worJc of preaching the gospel. 

And do the friends of peace dissuade you from this great 
work? Does not the Sermon on the Mount belong to the 
gospel? Do you deem the multitude of its pacific precepts 
no part of God's revelation to mankind ? We do not desire 
you to preach what God has not confessedly revealed ; we ask 
of you only a faithful enforcement of the whole gospel, its 
pacific as well as its other parts ; and, if that be an interference 
with the affairs of state, we solemnly inquire, if you dare to 
shrink from making it ? Once our religion was itself deemed 
a grand impertinence, a most audacious and reckless invasion 
of all existing governments; but did such a charge deter 
apostles from preaching the gospel ? Should the whole world 
unite in denouncing Christianity as a treasonable interference 
with their politics, must we obey man rather than God, and 
cease from all further efforts to evangelize the nations ? Should 
our own rulers enact laws in direct violation of the Decalogue, 
and expressly require us, under the heaviest penalties, to 
worship idols, to break the Sabbath, and commit theft, perjury 
and murder, would it be an improper interference with politics 
for ministers to preach, and for Christians to practise, what 
God requires on those subjects? Here is the real issue. 
Shall we obey God or man ? If he does not enjoin peace, 
let it never be enforced ; but, if he does, we can plead such 
excuses as this only at our peril. If the gospel was meant for 
nations as well as for individuals, we must insist on its being 
applied to their intercourse; and, if we shrink from urging 
such an application, the God of peace will hold us accountable 
to his bar for the consequences of crime and misery that must 
ensue. iren^us. 



